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PARAMETERS AND GUI DELI NES
Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983
Educati on Code Section 48260.5

Notification of Truancy

SUMVARY COF MANDATE

Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, added Education Code

Section 48260.5 which requires school districts, upon a
pupil's initial classification as a truant, to notify the
pupil's parent or guardian by first-class nail or other
reasonable neans of (1) the pupil's truancy; (2) that the
parent or guardian is obligated to conpel the attendance of
the pupil at school; and (3) that parents or guardians who
fail to nmeet this obligation may be guilty of an infraction
and subject to prosecution pursuant to Article 6 (commencing
with section 48290) of Chapter 2 of Part 27.

Additionally, the district nust inform parents and guardians
of (1) alternative educational prograns available in the
district, and (2) the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the pupil's truancy.

A truancy occurs when a student is absent from school

wi thout valid excuse nmore than three (3) days or is tardy in
excess of thirty (30) mnutes on each of nore than three (3)
days in one school year. (Definition from Education Code
Section 48260.)

A student shall be initially classified as truant upon the
fourth unexcused absence, and the school nust at that tine
perform the requirenents mandated in Education Code

Section 48260.5 as enacted by Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983.

BOARD OF CONTROL DECI SI ON

On Novenmber 29, 1984, the State Board of Control determ ned
that Education Code Section 48260.5, as added by

Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, constitutes a state mandated
program because it requires an increased |level of service by
requiring specified notifications be sent to the parents or

guardians of pupils upon initial classification of truancy.



ELIG BLE CLAI MANTS

The claimants are all school districts and county offices of
education of the state of California, except a comunity
college district, as defined by Government Code

Section 17519 (formerly Revenue and Taxation Code 2208.5?1,
that incur increased costs as a result of inplementing the
program activities of Education Code Section 48260.5,
Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983.

PERI OD OF RElI MBURSEMENT

Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, became effective July 28,
1983. Section 17557 of the Governnent Code provides that a
test claim nust be submtted on or before December 31
following a given fiscal year to establish eligibility for
that fiscal year. The test claim for Education Code Section
48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, was initially filed
on August 25, 1984, therefore the reinbursable costs to the
school districts are all such permtted costs incurred on or
after July 28, 1983.

REI MBURSABLE COSTS

A.  Scope of Mandate

The eligible claimnt shall be reinmbursed for only those
costs incurred for planning the notification process,
revising district procedures, the printing and distribution
of notification forns, and associated record keeping.

B. Reinmbursable Activities

For each eligible school district the direct and indirect
costs of labor, supplies, and services incurred for the
following mandated program activities are reinbursable:

1. Planning and Preparation -- One-tine

Planning the nethod of inplenmentation, revising school
district policies, and designing and printing the forns.

2. Notification process -- On-going
Identifying the truant pupils to receive the notification,

preparing and distributing by nail or other method the forns
to parents/guardians, and associated recordkeeping.
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c. Uniform Cost Allowance

Pursuant to Government Code section 17557, the Conmmi ssion on
State Mandates has adopted a uniform cost allowance for
reinbursenent in lieu of paynent of total actual costs
incurred. The uniform cost allowance is based on the nunber
of initial notifications of truancy distributed pursuant to
Egg?(’:ation Code Section 48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of
1983.

For fiscal year 1992-93, the uniform cost allowance is
$10.21 per initial notification of truancy distributed. The
cost allowance shall be adjusted each subsequent year by the
Implicit Price Deflator.

D. Unique Costs

School districts incurring unique costs within the scope of
the reinbursable mandated activities may submt a request to
anend the paranmeters and guidelines to the Conmi ssion for
the unique costs to be approved for reinbursement, Pursuant
to Section 1185.3, Title 2, California Code of Regulations,
such requests mnust be nade by Novenber 30 inmediately
followng the fiscal year of the reinbursenent claim in

whi ch relnbursenent for the costs is requested.

CLAI M PREPARATI ON

Each claim for reinbursement pursuant to Education Code
Section 48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, nust be
timely filed and provide documentation in support of the
rei nbursenent clainmed for this mandated program

A. Uniform Cost Allowance Reinbursenent

Report the nunber of initial notifications of truancy
distributed during the year. Do not include in that count
the number of notifications or other contacts which may
result from the initial notification to the parent or
guar di an.

B. Recognized Unique Costs

As of fiscal year 1992-93, the Commission has not identified
any circunstances which would cause a school district to

incur additional costs to inplement this mandate which have
not already been incorporated in the uniform cost allowance.

If and when the Conmi ssion recognizes any unique _
circumstances which can cause the school district to incur
additional reasonable costs to inplement this mandated
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program these unique inplementation costs wll be
reinbursed for specified fiscal years in addition to the
uni form cost all owance.

School districts which incur these recognized unique costs
Wll be required to support those actual costs in the
followi ng nanner:

1. Narrative Statenent of Unique Costs Incurred

Provide a detailed witten explanation of the costs
associated with the unique circumstances recognized by the
Conmi ssi on.

2. Enployee Salaries and Benefits

Identify the enployee(s) and their job classification,
describe the nandated functions perforned, and specify the
actual number of hours devoted to each function, the
productive hourly rate, and the related benefits. The staff
tinme claimed nmust be supported by source docunentation, such
as time reports, however, the average nunber of hours
devoted to each function may be clained if supported by a
docunented tinme study.

3. Services and Supplies

Only expenditures which can be identified as a direct cost
as a result of the nandated program can be cl ainmed. Li st
cost of materials which have been consuned or expended
specifically for the purposes of this mandated program

4, Al'lowabl e Overhead Costs

School districts nust use the J-380 (or subsequent
replacerrent? non-restrictive indirect cost rate
provisionally approved by the California Department of
Educat i on. County offices of education nust use the J-73A
(or subsequent replacenent) non-restrictive indirect cost
rate provisionally approved by the State Departnent of
Educati on.

SUPPORTI NG DATA

For auditing purposes, docunents nust be kept on file for a
period of 3 years from the date of final payment by the
State Controller, unless otherw se specified by statute and
be made available at the request of the State Controller or
his agent.
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A. Uni form Allowance Rei nbursenment

Docunentation which indicates the total number of initial
notifications of truancy distributed.

B. Reinbursenent of Unique Costs

In addition to naintaining the sane docunentation as
required for wuniform cost allowance reinbursenent, all costs
clainmed nust be traceable to source docunents and/or
wor ksheets that show evidence of the validity of such costs.

CFESETTI NG SAVINGS AND OTHER REI MBURSEMENT

Any offsetting savings the claimants experience as a direct
result of this statute nust be deducted from the uniform
cost allowance and actual cost reinbursement for unique

ci rcunstances cl ai med. In addition, reinbursement for this
mandat ed program received from any source, e.g., federal,
sltate, etc., shall be identified and deducted from this
claim

REQUI RED  CERTI FI CATI ON

An authorized representative of the claimant wll be
required to provide a certification of claim as specified
in the State Controller% claimng instructions, for those
costs mandated by the state contalned herein.



